The Preservation Society of Fall River

Open Board Meeting
Greater Fall River Arts Association
October 17, 2011
Board Attendees:  Jim Soule (chair), Connie Soule, Jack Shipley, Carroll Brown, Jim Sousa, Gale Powers, Charlie Jacobson
Absent: John Silva, Mike LePage
Meeting commenced at 6:50 pm

Financial – Gale
· Soiree net profit $2793.65
· Checking account balance as of 9/30/11: $10,728.57
Fire Museum

· No committee update

· Fundraiser dinner/dance was held in September

House Tours

· Fundraiser, entertainment, and awareness event

· $1000 Adams grant received

· Charlie confirmed Carr-Osborn house on tour

· Future years, suggested to expand to Upper Highlands

Walking Tours

· Successful showing for tours held August - October

· Oak Grove Cemetery, Highlands Historic Architecture, Underground Railroad, Steep Brook (bicycle tour)

· It was suggested to create plaques for confirmed Underground Railroad houses
· Opportunity to collaborate with LTFR event Spring 2012

· Collaboration with Humanities Department Head at Morton to integrate with cirriculum during Black History Month, February 2012
Historic District Street Signs

· Purchase 20 street signs at a time; will purchase next batch in next couple months.

House Plaques

· Received grant to pay for 12 plaques

· Board members were handed out files of nominees

· Also available for purchase

Local Historic District Study Committee – Connie
· Study report approved to send to the Massachusetts Historic Commission
Central Congregational Church – Jim Soule

· Former Abbey Grille; currently foreign bank owned

· Preservation Society supports efforts to save the property

· Meetings with local representative and realtors; meeting with Mayor today

· Benchmarking process successfully used to save properties in Providence and Boston

Veterans Memorial

· Collaborating to restore Alvaro Rodrigues monument opposite A-1 Pizza.  Originally set in concrete, upgrading to granite.
· Robert Pacheco heading up volunteer effort
· Re-dedication on Veterans Day
Next Meeting
· To be announced

Meeting adjourned 7:30 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Carroll Brown

Clerk

