The Preservation Society of Fall River

Open Board Meeting
Greater Fall River Arts Association
June 20, 2011
Board Attendees:  Jim Soule (chair), Connie Soule, John Silva, Carroll Brown, Jim Sousa, Mike LePage
Absent: Charlie Jacobson, Gale Powers, Jack Shipley
Meeting commenced at 6:40 pm

Zoning Ordinance
· Illuminated signs
· Currently business district requires special permit for new signage

· In Fall River, business districts overlay residential areas

· City’s proposal is to remove permitting for business district and allow residential signage with special permit

· Concern by Preservation Society that uncontrolled signage will impact integrity of residential areas

· Zoning @ waterfront

· No assigned spacing between buildings and significant height allowable (up to 12 stories high) – potential for continuous “wall” which can block public access and neighborhood views.

· Preservation Society members are encouraged to urge city councilors to reject this zoning proposal.
Fire Museum – Mike LePage
· Need to determine how to properly deposit checks made out to Fire Museum into the Preservation Society checking account
Historic Walking Tours – Al Lima
· Idea is to host guided tours Cotton Centennial year.  Open to the public.

· Possible routes:

· Oak Grove Cemetery

· Underground Railroad

· Historic Architecture of lower Rock Street and Pine Street
· Steepbrook neighborhood

· Subcommittee formed

· Al Lima, Gale Powers, Bette Johnson, Carroll Brown

· Volunteers welcome!

Central Congregatioal Church

· The Preservation Society supports efforts to save this property.  As such, George Delaney was contracted by the Preservation Society to produce a 4-minute video documentary of the property.
· Attendees critiqued a draft of the video.  Several suggestions were offered.
Next Meeting
· To be announced

Meeting adjourned 7:50 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Carroll Brown

Clerk

