The Preservation Society of Fall River

Board/Members Meeting

Greater Fall River Arts Association

April 18, 2011

Board Attendees:  Jim Soule (chair), Connie Soule, Jack Shipley, John Silva, Mike LePage, Carroll Brown, Gale Powers, Charlie Jacobson.  Absent: Ken Ledger, Mike Farias, Jim Sousa

Meeting commenced at 6:40 pm

Financial Report – Gale

56 paid members to date in 2011

Checking account balance: $8823

Jim Soule obtained one estimate for board liability insurance: $1200

Street Signs

Local benefactor has suggested offering to pay for the next 20 signs downtown ($1000)

House Plaques

Nominees received from every neighborhood.  Next step is to select recipients.

Holiday House Tour

Seeking houses

Cotton Centennial House Tour

Mayor contacted for collaboration – trolley to historic sites (Lafayette Durfee, Lizzie Borden, Historical Society, Maritime Museum).  Dave Jennings to confirm Maritime Museum.

City hosting parade Saturday June 11th

Historical Society to host lecture series; October 1st Gala at Mechanics Mill

Local Historic District Study Committee

Allison Brett to schedule first meeting for appointees

Elections

Nominations open for Preservation Society Board of Directors.  Any member can nominate.

Adding Vice President position; seeking chair for Parks Committee

Elections scheduled for May

Yard Sale

Jim Sousa targeting $2K in sales

What to do with excess items – ideas: donate to Lafayette-Durfee sale, offer blowout sale at end, offer items for free late in sale, charitable donations

Advance donations can be dropped off with Jim Sousa @ New Boston Bakery

8am – 2pm.  6am setup.

Property belonging to a private residence on Rock Street was donated for the yard sale.   Jim Soule obtained permit for event.

Advertising - South Coast happenings on WSAR, Craigslist, Facebook

Lincoln School

School is still available.  Partnered with Mass Cultural Council, a state agency supportive of the project.

Website Progress – Jack

Minutes now posted for transparency

Intern offered to provide editing services

Motion to approve intern – unanimous approved

Also maintaining Facebook page

Durfee Tech

Last week, the Preservation Society supported the presentation by Arts United, Save our Neighborhoods, and Lower Highlands / Historic Downtown Neighborhood Association for 

RDA supports concept of artist live/work space

Central Congregation

Concern building may be demolished

Preservation Society promotes saving the building and supports efforts by SAVE

Fire Museum – Mike

Muster planned for June 26th at Fall River Railroad Museum

September 10th Dinner Dance @ St. John’s Athletic Club.

Partnering with Battleship to recognize September 11th

Approval for steel from the World Trade Center, 3’x30”

Acquiring 1937 truck formerly housed at Anawan No. 6.

Preservation Society members are invited to volunteer at Anawan No. 6 cleanup during May for preservation month.

Walking Map

Lizzie Borden walking map recommended for development

Mike LePage asked for guidelines for which sites to include

Public Event Lecture

Looking for suggestions

Previous examples are lectures on Olmsted Parks, Local Historic District

Ideas: alternative uses of historic structures; preservation professor from Roger Williams; Buddy Cianci; James Doyle – former Pawtucket mayor

New Business

It was suggested to involve children in historic preservation; offer preservation activities for required community service.

Durfee Bells

Motion to purchase brick for $250

Motion approved, unanimous

Upcoming Meetings

Board Meeting, Monday May 23rd, GRFAA 6:30PM

Members Meeting, Monday June 20th, GFRAA 6:30PM

Meeting adjourned 8:05 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Carroll Brown
Clerk
